
Wine Spectator Insider    April 27, 2016 To subscribe, visit www.winespectator.com1

Vol. 12, No. 17  |   April 27, 2016

Marvin R. Shanken Editor and Publisher

JaSpeR Hill
Shiraz-Cabernet Franc Heathcote Emily’s Paddock 2014
93 points | $125 | 20 cases imported | Red
Impressively focused, this starts out compact, with smoke, black 

tea and blackberry notes leading to pretty dried floral and clay 

details. Finishes with velvety tannins and lingering hints of cinna-

mon. Drink now through 2030.—M.W.

Mac FoRbeS
Pinot Noir Yarra Valley Woori Yallock 2014
93 points | $70 | 32 cases imported | Red
Stunning and harmonious, this offers a creamy, supple blend of 

plum and crisp cherry flavors, with accents of nutmeg, forest floor 

and black tea. A backbone of firm tannins and a savory edge lead 

to a long, lingering finish. Drink now through 2026.—M.W.

eldeRton
Cabernet Sauvignon Barossa Ashmead  
Single Vineyard 2013
92 points | $95 | 500 cases imported | Red

Rich and expressive, with wild blackberry, licorice and chocolate 

notes that are velvety and smooth, revealing hints of mahogany 

and five-spice powder that linger on the persistent finish. Drink 

now through 2026.—M.W.

FiRSt dRop
Shiraz Barossa Mother’s Milk 2014
92 points | $20 | 750 cases imported | Red
Elegant and graceful, but not shy on intensity. Polished, with 

sarsaparilla, vanilla and bramble notes to the core of lush, juicy 

raspberry and strawberry. The complexity endures on the long fin-

ish. Drink now through 2026.—M.W.

Insider
A FirSt look At our EditorS’ MoSt ExCitiNg NEW WiNES

WineS SoaR to 97 pointS in tHiS Week’S Wine Spectator inSider, a value seeker’s 

delight with 15 picks at 90-plus points and $40 or less. this report is a roundup of wines that have 

recently excited our editors in their tastings.

Washington leads the way here, with the latest Syrahs and Cabernets from reynvaan, Cayuse and 

leonetti; Australian versions from two Hands and Elderton impress as well. in the old World, find 

a range of styles, from Chablis to Chianti to aged rioja. don’t miss the six Hot Wines on page 4.

AUSTRALIA
tWo HandS
Shiraz Barossa Valley Secret Block Single Vineyard  
Wildlife road Moppa Hills 2014
94 points | $125 | 135 cases made | Red

Dense and dark, with white pepper, coffee and black olive flavors 

surrounding a core of brambly wild blackberry. Despite the in-

tensity of the flavors, the tannins are plush and supple. The finish 

lingers effortlessly and elegantly. Drink now through 2030.—M.W.

tWo HandS
Shiraz Clare Valley Heartbreak Hill Single Vineyard roach 
road White Hut 2014
94 points | $125 | 250 cases made | Red

Pure and deep, with dark chocolate, ripe plum and black cherry 

flavors, accented by hints of mineral, Earl Grey tea and tobacco. 

For all the torque and power here, this shows plenty of restraint, 

finishing harmoniously. Drink now through 2030.—M.W.

tWo HandS
Shiraz Eden Valley Yacca Block Single Vineyard  
Mengler Hill road 2014
94 points | $125 | 165 cases made | Red

Distinctive, offering dense, fleshy tannins and accents of anise, 

candied ginger and black walnut. The tannins fan out, gaining 

traction, with blackberry and tobacco leaf notes lingering on the 

long, expressive finish. Drink now through 2030.—M.W.
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leeuWin
Chardonnay Margaret river Prelude Vineyards 2014
91 points | $36 | 300 cases imported | White
Succulent mango and peach flavors are ripe and lush, with spicy 

details and lemon zest notes on the finish. Intense and lively. Drink 

now through 2020.—M.W.

Mitolo
Shiraz Mclaren Vale the Nessus 2013
91 points | $20 | 50 cases imported | Red
Juicy and bright, with a floral overtone to the blackberry, raspber-

ry and plum flavors. Licorice, tobacco and spice details linger on 

the finish, supported by plenty of fine-grained tannins. Drink now 

through 2026.—M.W.

paxton
Shiraz Mclaren Vale Quandong Farm  
Single Vineyard 2014
91 points | $32 | 500 cases imported | Red

Spice, gingerbread and black walnut flavors and a dried violet 

note are lovely additions to the core of plum compote, raspberry 

and juicy black cherry, with smooth, succulent tannins. Drink now 

through 2026.—M.W.

YaluMba
Shiraz South Australia organics 2014
90 points | $19 | 1,000 cases imported | Red
Elegant, supple blueberry pie flavors are rich and round, with vel-

vety tannins and subtle spice and licorice notes on the long finish. 

Drink now through 2030.—M.W.

FRANCE
boucHaRd pèRe & FilS
Chambertin-Clos de Bèze 2013
93 points | $310 | 50 cases imported | Red
The core of sweet fruit and the dense structure reveal this red’s 

potential. Macerated cherry, raspberry, oak spice and graphite 

flavors ride the tannins to a long, tensile finish. Best from 2019 

through 2034.—B.S.

Jean-MaRc bouleY
Volnay les Caillerets 2013
93 points | $125 | 72 cases made | Red
Shy initially, this blossoms into a rich, smooth-textured red, featur-

ing black cherry, mineral and spice flavors. Has a firm underpin-

ning of tannins and bright acidity, ending with a coda of spice and 

mineral. Best from 2018 through 2030.—B.S.

WilliaM FèvRe
Chablis Fourchaume 2014
93 points | $60 | 200 cases imported | White
This white reveals richness and breadth, with a hint of spice fram-

ing the apple, melon, yellow plum and mineral flavors. The terrific 

finish keeps pumping out the fruit and stone notes. Drink now 

through 2020.—B.S.

doMaine delapoRte
Sancerre les Monts damnés 2014
91 points | $62 | 1,188 cases made | White
Shows good energy, with flinty zip and mouthwatering acidity 

carrying lemon zest, white peach and gooseberry notes. A flash 

of talc extends the finish. Serious Sancerre. Drink now through 

2018.—J.M.

ITALY
paolo Scavino
Barolo Bric dël Fiasc 2012
94 points | $82 | 827 cases made | Red
A core of sweet cherry fruit is enhanced by licorice, leather, spice 

and tar flavors. This is vibrant and focused, with a dense matrix 

for support and a long, gripping finish. Best from 2019 through 

2033.—B.S.

laMole di laMole
Chianti Classico riserva 2011
93 points | $25 | 1,500 cases imported | Red
Beginning to reveal some tertiary aromas and flavors of fading 

sweet cherry, leather, spice and underbrush, this is intense and 

long. Beautifully balanced. Drink now through 2020.—B.S.

beRtani
Amarone della Valpolicella Classico 2007
92 points | $130 | 8,333 cases made | Red
An elegant version, finely knitting supple tannins and a rich vein 

of tarry minerality with flavors of dried cherry and fig fruit, dried 

marjoram, hot stone and bergamot. Offers a lingering, spiced fin-

ish. Drink now through 2027.—A.N.

Rocca delle Macìe
Chianti Classico riserva di Fizzano gran Selezione 2013
92 points | $38 | 2,000 cases made | Red
Powerful and brooding, with black cherry, blackberry and plum 

fruit shaded by tasty oak. Earth, mineral and spice flavors ride out 

through the lingering finish as the tannins build. Impressive, even 

though this doesn’t shout Chianti Classico. Best from 2018 through 

2028.—B.S.

Rocca delle Macìe
Chianti Classico Sergio Zingarelli gran Selezione 2012
92 points | $130 | 430 cases made | Red
This is starting to mellow, with plum, cherry, spice and woodsy 

aromas and flavors. Rich and well-balanced, with dense, inte-

grated tannins and a fresh, long finish. Best from 2018 through 

2026.—B.S.

Delaporte
Texte surligné 
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SPAIN
bodegaS Y viñedoS valdeRiz
ribera del duero 2011
94 points | $29 | 56 cases imported | Red
This rich red is plush and deep, with a firm backbone and balsamic 

acidity imparting focus. The plum, currant, loamy earth and lico-

rice flavors are deep and harmonious. Deceptively approachable, 

with plenty of concentration. Drink now through 2026.—T.M.

bodegaS vizcaRRa RaMoS
ribera del duero inés 2012
94 points | $152 | 250 cases imported | Red
The blackberry and currant flavors are expressive and deep in this 

bold red. Licorice, dark chocolate and mineral notes add depth, 

while orange peel acidity keeps this fresh. The tannins are mus-

cular but well-integrated. Shows focus and intensity. Drink now 

through 2022.—T.M.

cune
rioja reserva 2012
93 points | $28 | 600 cases imported | Red
This sleek red offers cherry, licorice, mineral and smoky flavors 

that mingle harmoniously over light, firm tannins, driven by lively 

acidity through the savory finish. Discreet, but shows depth and 

intensity. Drink now through 2025.—T.M.

bodegaS FeRnando ReMíRez de ganuza
rioja White 2014
92 points | $30 | 250 cases imported | White
This rich white shows concentration and depth. Pear, apple and 

blood orange flavors mingle with toast and fennel notes. Firm 

acidity and light tannins lend grip to the thick texture and keep 

the wine balanced. Drink now through 2018.—T.M.

MaRqueS del Hueco
rioja Vendimia Seleccionada 2010
91 points | $23 | 500 cases imported | Red
A traditional-style red, with dried cherry and berry flavors min-

gling with vanilla, spice and dried herb notes. Gentle but focused, 

with well-integrated tannins and orange peel acidity. Drink now 

through 2020.—T.M.

bodegaS RaMón bilbao
rioja limited Edition 2013
90 points | $17 | 7,500 cases imported | Red
Black cherry and red plum flavors are fresh and lively in this bright 

red. Tangerine acidity and light, firm tannins keep this focused. 

Spice and floral notes add interest on the finish. Drink now 

through 2023.—T.M.

WASHINGTON
caYuSe
Syrah Walla Walla Valley Bionic Frog 2013
94 points | $105 | 510 cases made | Red
Dark and focused, this is beautifully shaped, with velvety tannins 

enveloping rich, black olive–laced blackberry and cherry flavors. 

Long, complex finish. Best from 2017 through 2023.—H.S.

caYuSe
Syrah Walla Walla Valley En Cerise Vineyard 2013
94 points | $80 | 376 cases made | Red
Broad and supple, this open-textured version is powerful and 

expressive without weight. The plum, cherry, tobacco and orange 

peel flavors float over the tannins. Drink now through 2023.—H.S.

peppeR bRidge
Seven Hills Vineyard Walla Walla Valley 2013
93 points | $60 | 420 cases made | Red
Broad and spicy, layering clove and saffron overtones through the 

rich currant and mineral flavors. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cab-

ernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Best from 2018 through 2023.—H.S.

intRinSic
Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley 2014
92 points | $22 | 30,000 cases made | Red
Firm in texture, brimming with raspberry, black cherry, violet 

and herb flavors that come together harmoniously on the finish 

against refined tannins. Best from 2018 through 2024.—H.S.

leonetti
Cabernet Sauvignon Walla Walla Valley 2013
92 points | $95 | 2,876 cases made | Red
Broad and expressive, with a sense of elegance to the savory-

accented black cherry, berry and underbrush aromas and flavors, 

wrapped in fine, firm tannins. Best from 2018 through 2023.—H.S.

andReW Will
Ciel du Cheval Vineyard red Mountain 2013
91 points | $64 | 801 cases made | Red
Firm in texture, with medium density to the ripe currant and spice 

flavors, hinting at red pepper as the finish lingers. Merlot and Cab-

ernet Franc. Best from 2018 through 2021.—H.S.

andReW Will
two Blondes Vineyard Yakima Valley 2013
91 points | $64 | 1,017 cases made | Red
Plush and generous, with lightly prickly tannins dancing around a 

supple core of ripe cherry, blueberry and spice. Merlot, Cabernet 

Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Drink now through 2023.—H.S.

taMaRack
taptiel Vineyard reserve red Mountain 2011
91 points | $50 | 100 cases made | Red
Firm, focused and appealing, with meaty, blackberry and floral fla-

vors, finishing with density and persistence. Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Best from 2018 through 2023.—H.S.



Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 16 tasters and tast-
ing coordinators in two offices. they work together to review 
nearly 20,000 wines each year, more than any other publication. 
together, our nine senior tasters count more than 140 years of 
tasting experience.
 We always taste wine blind, in our offices in Napa and New 
York. this is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and objec-
tive, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influence its 
score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific regions; 
initials appended to the review identify the taster of each wine. 
We score wines using the 100-point scale (see green box).

James laube Senior editor, Napa 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1981. tasting beat: California

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco
Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. tasting beat: 
Australia, oregon, Washington

kim Marcus Managing editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. tasting beat: 
Argentina, Austria, Chile, germany, Portugal

thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York 
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bruce Sanderson Senior editor, New York 
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James Molesworth Senior editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. tasting beat: Bordeaux, loire Val-
ley, rhône Valley, South Africa

Maryann Worobiec Senior editor, Napa 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. tasting beat: Australia,  
California, New Zealand

alison napjus Senior editor and tasting director, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 2000. tasting beat: Alsace, Beaujolais,  
Champagne, italy

tim Fish Senior editor, Napa  
Joined Wine Spectator in 2001. tasting beat: 
California

gillian Sciaretta tasting coordinator, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 2012. tasting beat: 
France

Wine Spectator’s 100-point Scale
95–100 Classic
90–94 outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended
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HOT WINES
these are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, 

published exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. they are high-scoring wines from 

around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

ReYnvaan
Syrah Walla Walla Valley in the rocks  
in the rocks Vineyard 2013
97 points | $70 | 600 cases made | Red

Supple and expressive, this opens up like a giant flower, spread-

ing the dark plum, blackberry, crème fraîche and spice flavors 

throughout the seamless whole. The finish sails on against barely 

noticeable tannins. Has tremendous power but feels like it’s float-

ing. Drink now through 2025. From Washington.—H.S.

caYuSe
Syrah Walla Walla Valley Cailloux Vineyard 2013
96 points | $80 | 846 cases made | Red
Broad and expressive, playing the cherry, raspberry and pear 

notes against fine tannins. Picks up tobacco, tar and mineral notes 

as the finish sails on. Has terrific presence without weight. Drink 

now through 2025. From Washington.—H.S.

tWo HandS
Cabernet Sauvignon Clare Valley Mystic Block Single 
Vineyard Benbournie road Armagh 2014
95 points | $125 | 130 cases made | Red

Supple and polished, with chocolate-covered mint, kirsch and 

amaretto flavors that are ripe, generous and plush, accented by 

licorice, clove and black tea hints. Expansive and broad on the 

finish, but always returning to the black cherry core. Drink now 

through 2030. From Australia.—M.W.

canonica a ceRReto
Chianti Classico riserva 2011
94 points | $40 | 800 cases imported | Red
Offers plenty of sweet fruit and a sinewy structure, with bright 

acidity and dense tannins. Leather, tobacco, spice and dried berry 

flavors are persistent. A mineral element emerges on the long fin-

ish. Drink now through 2023. From Italy.—B.S.

cune
rioja gran reserva 2010
94 points | $33 | 600 cases imported | Red
This generous red shows a traditional character, with leafy, dried 

herb, tea and spicy notes framing dried cherry, licorice and leather 

flavors. Firm tannins and balsamic acidity impart structure. There’s 

plenty of depth here, culminating in a juicy, spicy finish. Drink now 

through 2025. From Spain.—T.M.

doMaine du petit MétRiS
Quarts de Chaume 2014
94 points | $65/500ml | 35 cases imported | dessert
Very enticing, with glazed peach, dried papaya, fresh quince and 

persimmon notes all melded together, carried by finely beaded 

acidity and lingering through a ginger- and honeysuckle-edged 

finish. Drink now through 2027. From France.—J.M.


