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quality, but reflected variety and origin.
its | Afewwere almost water-white
fruit chara
had gone Into sppearance than taste.
As expected, a few wines had spent
time in oak. The best of these were well
integrated, with sufficient fruit and
structure to carry the oak, but in others it
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o rosés dogenerally have the edge.
o wines showed @ complex range

peach, rhubarb, pomegranate and
2 chy, zesty or leafy

1t o poorly used.
Most 1op scorers were from the 2015
vintage, but a few 2014s performed well.
Some were obviously made to age, but a
few seemed to be old stock, so be wary of
buying older rasés
This tasting shows that premium rosé
can still be a shot in the dark, with qualit

es), fresh
' and hints of orange peel, gurrigue,

 easity rather than neutrality.
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ayMW  Andy Howard MW
0k Isa wine consultant who
lcator writes and judges regularly
\inthe  for Decanter. He has 30

e

years'experience as a buyer
forretailer Marks & Spencer
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(63% of wines were 85 points

| or below). Price gives a vague indication of
ara smvoury note. The best displayed | quality, with only one of the top 10 wines

| under £15. But it's not a guarantee, Best {
| advice: know a good wine merchant.
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Sustained finisn, Drink.
20162017 A 13%

[ Chichen Ly Pascal Jolivet, |
[ Gordonne, La bonshigid |
[ Chapabe, COtes tle France 2015 93 |
EYOVIRCE PRt £19.95-620 | 20159
:2'0':":_2::193 Hangingditch, Harrods, Le Vignoble, | £12.95 From Vineyards Direct <k Angel, Chtes
| Pale candyfloss pink, moving Maisons Marques et Domaines, | Exquisite aromas of jasmine, n rovence, France 201
e Portland Wine Co, Slurp, Venus Wine g athan £19.95-£28.90 ACGaks.
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Joanna Simon
Is a wine judge for the
Decanter World Wine [
Awards and a wine and food

writer who publishes her

| towards pale bronze. Sweet,
round orange fruit and wild

| strawberry aromas with a hint

| of Chenin Blanc-like honeyed
straw notes. The texture is
creamy, and the palate is

| weighty, nutty and long with
pretty peach and redcurrant
fruit undertones. Drink
2016-2017 Alc 13.5%

Some peach and ripe red berry
fruit here, but it seems a more
serious, less fruit-driven style
than some, with a distinctive
mineral character. The
appetising, fresh, leafy ac
adds to the elegance and
delicacy, finishing very clear
and fresh. Drink 2016-2017
Alc 12.5%
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pomaine Delaporte,
Chavignol, Sancerre,
Loire, France 2015 93
£15.95 Lea & Sandeman
Bright, perfumed and intense,
with attractive strawberry ang
red fruit on the nose and palate,
underlined by a leafy character
that is lively and zippy. Slightly
tart on the finish but it has a
good deal of concentrated
flavour supported by acidity
and minerality that adds
silkiness and texture. Drink

2016-2017 Alcohol 13%

Secumann, Els Wines, Fret

th ineyaras Divect, Harrods, Love Wioe

An engaging freshiness with
vibrant red fruits. Succulent,
precise and pure palate with

| siightly tart finish but the

rious, | minerality shines through and.
Jivingrosé. | thegently silky texture IS
Debitk L016-2018 A 3% charming. Enjoy now.
| 2016-2017 Nic 4% >
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